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Dimitrijevitch kept himself even more completely in the
background. The students declared that Ciganovitch had
merely referred mysteriously to "a man" whom he had to
consult about procuring the weapons, and that he seemed
to get his instructions as to the time for their departure
and other matters only after consulting some other impor-
tant person.115 Whether the students at their trial were
really as ignorant of Tankositch and Dimitrijevitch and the
"Black Hand" as they appeared to be, or whether they were
carefully concealing from the Austrian authorities the real
connection of these high Serbian military officers with the
plot, one cannot say. In the first case, one must admire
the secrecy with which the "Black Hand" leaders worked,
or, in the second, the skill with which the students man-
aged to throw the Austrian officials off the right track,
In order to avoid suspicion more easily and escape ar-
admitted that Tankositch took a direct and active part (ibid., 47, 82),
In this connection may be noted the improbable story of Jovan
M. Jovanovitch, in the Politika, December 4, 1926. When the plotters
had first applied to Tankositch, he had disapproved of the ;.dea of mur-
dering the Archduke. Thereupon the youths had applied directly to
Col. Dimitrijevitch, and he had sanctioned the plot, but without telling
anyone else. There were at first five conspirators who got as far as
Shabats, but before crossing over the frontier one of them turned
'traitor. The civil authorities got wind of it, and upon the order of
Protitch, the Minister of Interior, the conspirators were brought back
to Belgrade; so the first effort failed. But it contributed to the antagonism
between the Eadical Party and the "Black Hand" just at this time.
Tankositch was not informed of this first effort, but after it he was
importuned by Princip and Chabrinovitch to help them cross over into
Bosnia; he then changed his attitude and did so. Such is the story told by
the former Serbian minister at Vienna.
The three youths nowhere make any mention of this first arrest,
which, if true, would be certain evidence that the Serbian Government had
knowledge beforehand of the plot, And it would confirm the statement
of Ljuba Jovanovitch, quoted above, at note 13, that, at the end of
May or beginning of June, Pashitch learned of a plot. Jevtitch, p. 30,
says: "Three weeks before Vidov-Dan [June 28th] these young people
came through 'tunnels7 to Bosnia. Probably due to someone's indiscretion,
something was known about the movements of the emigres. The Bel-
grade police immediately made several raids, but without any apparent
success."
M5 Pharos, pp. 33 f, 162.